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I o the event. Gﬂmﬁnn promm om moénb
~ment- workers.” exhaust mﬁﬁ&sm fo
Labor Department HnﬁmEEm ‘pIO-

grams, the agency will be ableto'tap into-a:
$200 million federal National Emergency-

Grant reserve for ‘massive layoff events,’

Labor Department ‘Secretary - gpmdm_.

Romero said Tuesday, - ;
“We have not applied for the grant _ual.

cause we have not run out of money. But

we know it is available for that [layoffs of
public employees],” Romero said ‘during a

round table with reporters at Puerto Rico’

Infrastructure Financing Authority head-
quarters in Hato Rey.

Both Romero and Puerto Rico Infra-

structure Financing Authority Executive
Director Erwin Kiess discussed how Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds
are being used to retrain local laid-off em-
ployees, including those for an expanded
renewable energy-industry on the island.
AFT, as the agency:is known for its Span-
ish initials, wascharged.with monitoring
spending of ARRAfunds, according to an
mendment to the original _mmﬁmﬁouu ap-
oved i in March. ..
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While National Emergency - Grant
money was originally set aside for only
private-sector employees, ARRA was
amended to allow such funding to beused
to help government workers who have
been laid off, said Romero, who noted the
change responded to the fact that more-
than 40 states mmnm.vﬁ&mmﬂ vHoZoEm this
year.
woupnno m&ﬁoimam& Sa island's

..hnm&«. 8,000 public:

“under fiscal’ emergency Law.
_?nmmﬁm on Labor Unvﬁgmun 8
" But he added that an'injection of $169 .
“million-in’ ARRA ‘funds:has: helped the
"agency weather the storm. This includes-
$2.9 million that were used to improve the’
_agency's call-in system for unemployment. .
. claims, Swpnw..wmmnwma 275,000 during the-
Jast two-week cycle in August. In-fact, be -
said the system could g 24-7 a5 nﬁ@ as’”

the summer in the first round

October.
'Puerto Rico's ngﬁHoﬁm have &mo

" been receiving an additional $25 a week-on-
top of their $110 weekly check thanksto-

additional federal unemployment com-
pensation, 0
ceived some $61.5 million as of Aug. 28,

-Romero said. And the island has the po-
tential of receiving an additional $165 mil-

lion until June 30, 2010, he said.~

He said ARRA money allowed the gov-
ernment to waoﬁmm 52,000 sumumer jobs to
island youth,
Work Administration lacked the funding,
Romero said.

Some $92.1 million in ARRA moneywas

assigned during the current fiscal year for
which'made upfora.

HanEEm programs,

.... g the .@mm 9 uEEou cutin nnm..&pu éoaw Fﬁaﬁ.‘
during -~ ment ‘Act federal funding, said'Romero.

of which the island had re-

given that the Right To.

He also noted that the moﬁgﬁpmnﬁ hopes

+ to create an undetermined number of jobs-
“withan ARRA-aided boost of a renewable

energy.sector. on-the island. For this pur-

- pose, the agency submitted a proposallast

week to. get $5 million in m.ba_.ww HHBbEm

: wﬁ.goumuﬁw funding. -

“This-will frain people for ﬁoﬁgﬂ& re-

“newable epergy-related jobs: such as me-
~¢hanics for hybrid vehicles and windmill -
" and:waste-to-energy workers,”-he- said,
" noting that local universities have handed

in curriculum proposals for training in

~such areas as solar panel installation and -

climatology engineering. -
Kiess. said the ARRA- mﬁmm& an_
Weatherization System Program to make

- homes energy efficient should be-running

by October. AFI is contracting personnel
for the program, given that: the Office of
Energy Affairs, which is running:the pro-
gram, lacks the infrastructure.

Romero said that the job- Qmmﬁbm po-
tential of the newly created “green gcon-

-omy” energy sector depends on thie ability
- of the island to be “competitive in allow-

ing such such businesses to be established

_here. The new permits lJaw and Huc&rn%ﬁ_,

vate alliances.will be key, he said. -




